THE FENWICK TRIAL
limited reliance upon the friendly assurances that reached him
from the Revolution leaders. They might serve to impress
Louis XIV with the strength of the Jacobite movement, or as
a basis for history; but James would not risk the life of a well-
loved son, nor Berwick his own life upon them.
Berwick found the resources of the conspiracy were by no
means inconsiderable. As many as two thousand horse, " well
appointed and even regimented," were ready to take the field
on the first notice, and " several people of the highest distinc-
tion were also engaged in the business." But here came the
deadlock. The English Jacobites were " unanimously agreed
not to throw off the mask before a body of troops was actually
landed in the island." Louis XIV was willing to supply these
troops, but only on one condition. After his experiences in
1692 he was determined not to launch an expedition until after
a rising had actually begun. Thus on both sides of the channel
the potential rebels and the contingent invaders were in
suspense, and waited each on the other.
Meanwhile, independently of Berwick, James had sent over
a Sir George Barclay with instructions, written throughout in
his own hand, authorizing him in comprehensive terms to
commit such acts of hostility against William as he might
think right and practicable. At the same time by various
routes about twenty resolute members of James's bodyguard at
Saint-Germains made their way into England, and by secret
signals got into touch with Barclay in London. The most
deadly and resolute plot since the Gunpowder Treason was
now hatched. Every Saturday King William was wont to go
a-hunting, and it was designed on his return from one of these
excursions to fall upon him, overpower his guards, and kill
him. Turnham Green, where on his homeward journey he
recrossed the river by boat and was taken up by a new coach
with a new escort, was chosen for the ambuscade. For this
desperate deed forty men were needed. Twenty had come from
Saint-Germains. Twenty more must be found in England. In
this delicate recruitment Barclay and his confederates next
engaged themselves.
Berwick had now completed his dangerous mission, and
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